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Dyson: Founding of the School of Medicine at Howard University, 1866-187

FOUNDING THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
OF HOWARD UNIVERSITY
O CC A SIO N , 1860-1868
F ood a n d S cho ols

Slavery in the United States was gone forever by November 19,
1866, notwithstanding the many attempts by “Black Codes" to restore
it in disguise. "1 suppose," said a speaker on the occasion of the fourth
anniversary of the freedom of the Negroes of Washington, D.C., “it
will no longer he presumption to call you fellow-citizens, since the Con
stitution has been so amended as forever to prohibit slavery and in
voluntary servitude except in punishment for crime, and since the “Civil
Rights Bill" has become a law of the land."3
There were then in the United States about 4,000,000 of these new
ly enfranchised fellow-citizens. ( )f these the great majority were too
poor and too ignorant to enjoy fully the privileges or exercise properly
the duties of their high position. They enjoyed their freedom as best
they could, however, moving about from farm to town and from city
to city,— moving with “their poverty and wretchedness, their raggedness
and nakedness, their hunger and thirst, their weakness and sickness.”
They sought the large cities. From a population of 14,275 Negroes
in 1860, Richmond, Virginia, grew to 23,110 in 1870; Savannah, Geor
gia from 8,417 to 13,068; Louisville, Kentucky, from 6,820 to 14,956;
Cincinnati, Ohio, from 3,731 to 5,900; Indianapolis, Indiana, from 498
to 2,931 ; Washington, D.C., from 10,000 to 40,(XX).
Washington was the most attractive. It was a “promised land" to
many a freeman. F or it was the capital of the nation— that is, of the
North that had set them free. There, too, slavery had been abolished
since 1862 and there, by 1863 schools for blacks had been opened. Thou
sands, therefore, poured into Washington. Between 1800 and 1860, a
period of sixty years, 10,000 had come to the capital. Now, for three
times that number to enter suddenly, as it were, within the next ten
years, thousands of them destitute, was a matter of grave concern both
for the city and for the new-comers.
These new-comers "squatted" where they could. They took pos
session of vacant houses and vacated barracks wherever found.
The people had compassion upon them. The Federal Government,4
through the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and .Abandoned Lands, en
larged the hospitals of the city and vicinity; it moved the Colored O r

i Howard l University Studits in History, No. 1, 1921, 6-8. H ereafter referred
to as Studies in History.
4Freedmen’s Bureau, 1866, 23-27; 1867, 44.
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phans’ Home from Georgetown to "8th Street extended,” in Washing
ton, and housed it in a new and larger building (1866) ; it erected near
the Capitol, houses and sold them on easy terms for cost; it purchased
375 acres of land on the Potomac River, situated "next north of the St.
Elizabeth Insane Asylum" and erected houses on one acre lots and sold
them also for cost (1 8 6 7 ). It opened soup houses for the 26,357 Ne
groes who were idle— idle for only 5,192 of the 31,549 in Washington
and Georgetown were gainfully employed during 1866, and because 22798 were patients in the Government Hospitals that year, and because
"there . . . . (was) reluctance on the part of the majority to leave even
the miserable homes they (had) established . . . . and start forth to parts
of the country new and strange to them."
Yet this extraordinary effort on the part of the Bureau was not
sufficient. The Federal Government was compelled on April 17. 1866 to
make a special appropriation of 25,000 for "the temporary relief of the
destitute citizens of the District of Columbia, and on March 16th, the
following year, another special appropriation of $15,000; this time “ for
the relief of Freedmen or destitute colored people in the District of
Columbia."5 965 whites and 827 blacks had been relieved by the $25,000.
Neither were the private organizations of the country disinterested.
The Federal Government was engaged primarily in supplying food,
clothing and shelter. Freedmen Aid Societies and Church denominations
maintained schools. There were in operation during 1866 at least 45 day
schools, more than 15 night schools, and more than 20 Sunday Schools
in Washington and Georgetown. The Baptist denomination was es
pecially active. It maintained in Washington during 1866 three schools
of higher grade— Rev. Dr. Turney’s Washington Educational Institute,
Rev. G. M. P. King’s branch of the National Theological Institute and
the Wayland Theological Seminary, the last "being a most successful
Theological and Normal Class.”6

SFreedmen's Bureau, 1867, 23, 36.
6Ibid., 1868, 20. Appendix K.
N U M B E R D E S T I T U T E 1867

Sales
Virginia _____
North Carolina
South Carolina
Florida ______
G e o r g ia __ __
Alabama _____
T e n n e s s e e __ _
Mississippi ___
Arkansas ____
Louisiana ____
Texas ________
T otal
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2,500
3,000
5,000
500
7,500
10,000
1,000
1,862
1,000
300

2,500
2,000
5,000
1,000
5,000
5,000
1,000
2,038
500
200

32,612

24,238
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“ R a d ic al C h r i s t i a n i t y ”

It was to assist these agencies already at work in the relief of ig
norance and personal suffering in the District of Columbia and in the
country at large, that the School of Medicine of Howard University
was founded.
But there was another purpose,—-another occasion for the School
of Medicine. It was to lie an evidence of a change in race relations in the
United States. Dr. L. C. Loomis, in his address at the opening of the
“Medical Department” emphasized this purpose when he said:
“The principles upon which the University proposes to be
conducted a re :
"1st, It recognizes the great truth that “God made of one
blood all nations of men.”
“2nd, It proposes to he guided by the rule “Whatever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.”
“3rd, It proposes to dispense with the prayer, "God I
thank thee I am not as other men a r e a n d
“4th, It proposes to he "N o respector of persons.” ”7
"It is the belief of not a few,” said Reverend Byron Sun
derland,8 “that events have demonstrated, and will still continue
to show, alike the fallacy and impracticability of all theories and
projects which look to the speedy separation of the two races,
and that the only feasible, as it is the only just and sensible plan,
is to accept the situation as it is— to recognize the principle of
Hebrew legisation in respect of those escaped from bondage
and “permit them to dwell among us in that place which they
shall choose” . . . . “where it liketh them best” . . . . while at the
earliest possible moment there may be prepared for them, and
for all who are in like necessity, such means of instruction and
discipline as shall be adequate to the largest requirements of the
country and the age.”
"O n the day set apart for prayer for Colleges, January
25th, 1872, we organized” said Mr. Nichols “a small church at
Howard University. Since the organization, we have had three
communions at each of which we have added to our number.
Last Sabbath was a day of special interest in the history of this
infant enterprise. Dr. Rankin preached the sermon, after which
two native Chinese, supported here through the contributions of
your society, were among the number received. In looking over
our files, T find a letter from Rev. E. P. Smith, then your Field
Secretary, dated Feb. 18, 1870, making an application for the
reception of three Chinese young men to our institution, named
Fung Affoo, Leong Sing and Choy Awah. The two first named,
he regarded as men of great promise, and they having indulged
hope in Christ, were last Sabbath baptized by Dr. Rankin, in the

''Howard University, 1868-’92, Catalogues and Reports.
^Annual Report of Howard University, 1867-68, 4.
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name of the Holy Trinity, and entered into covenant with the
people of the Lord. At the same time a native African from the
eastern coast, who came to this country with the Rev. Mr. Rob
bins, missionary of the Am. Hoard, a daughter of a deceased
missionary to Africa, a Creek Indian, a young man who was a
slave in the South at the breaking out of the war. now a promis
ing young man, and our University Treasurer. J . B. Johnson,
were received into this infant church. A large audience was
present to witness the interesting ceremonies, and manifested
dee]) interest in the exercises of the hour.
"A s the writer looked upon this scene, the words of the
Saviour came forcibly to mind: "And they shall come from the
East, and the West, and the North and the South, and shall
sit down in the kingdom of Cod."9
“The question of amalgamation” said the Cincinnati Ga
zette of January 31, 186<X “lias great charms for conservative
ears. It has lately come up for consideration in one of the lead
ing religious bodies in Washington.10 But before Democrats be
gin to rejoice let them read the result. General Howard has
within the past year raised a large sum of money to erect a Con
gregational Church in Washington, and his efforts combined
with effective ones in other directions have so far succeeded that
tlie building is nearly completed— and a magnificent structure
it is . and a fitting monument to northern generosity.
“The chaplain of the House, Dr. Boynton, is its pastor; a
man esteemed here to be somewhat tinctured with radicalism,
having grown gray as an Abolitionist, before the war began,
and having moved on in Republican directions as the struggle
opened, progressed and as it is still progressing. The Democrats
say “he makes stump speeches to the Lord" in his prayers, and
that they have no protection through the previous question, as
he discourses of human rights during his devotions. Taken al
together he may he set down as a Radical.
“ But a little company— of men he it said to the credit of
women— are far more radical than their minister. And lest the
Church itself should he disgraced at the North, and those who
there gave so freely of their money to build it, should feel that

't'/'/ir American Missionary, January, 1873. X Y I I , No. 1, 1.
10"[ was claiming for us love of God and our neighbor, when suddenly the
pastor asked significantly: “General Howard, do you believe in amalgamation?” In 
stantly it occured to me that there were two meanings of that word "amalgama
tion” ; one was the union of whites and blacks in church and school relation; the
other the union in marriage. Whichever l)r. Boynton meant, I decided to make an
swer to the latter. I had never hitherto advocated interm arriage: but a case illus
trated my thought on the subject, 1 said: “A gentleman in Virginia, soon 'after
graduating from West Point, had left the army, married, and settled on a plantation.
A fter perhaps one year his young wife died. He did not marry again, but had one
of his slave women as his home keeper, and by her had several children. This woman
had recently come to me for protection against the gentleman’s severity of disci
pline; as she was leaving she said: "Do not hurt him, for I love him, only, keep
him from whipping m e!" Now, 1 added, “before God that man and that woman are
man and w ife." Here I closed. Dr. Boynton cried out: "Y es, and 'I would marry
them "." Autobiography of (>. O. Howard, II, 433-434.

http://dh.howard.edu/hush/vol10/iss1/3

4

Dyson: Founding of the School of Medicine at Howard University, 1866-187

F ou n din g

the

S chool

of

M

e dic in e

11

they had been swindled, let it also he said that this minority
numbers less than a dozen. Hut they have been enough to secure
the attention of several Conservative journals in this section,
and the eyes of Washington are being turned toward the splen
did structure which Northern men are building, to see whether
it will, in fact, become a church where there shall he no distinc
tion of race whatever, hut where such distinctions shall he
wholly ignored; not only at the public meetings of the church—
where all agree that they should he laid aside— hut in social
parties, in family intercourse, and even to intermarriu<jc. For all
these things this little party is lighting.
"The attempt is being made here, to fix the responsibility
for this thing upon General Howard, and Democrats are point
ing to it as an evidence that all Freedmen's Hureau efforts lead
directly to amalgamation. Justice to General Howard requires
that the country should know he is no disciple of this doctrine
and is not administering the affairs of the Bureau to encourage
it. His name has been connected with it, because the little clique
or most composing it, happen to he employed in the Bureau.
The General has been greatly tried by their operations hut as
yet his goodness of heart has prevented him from shaking them
off. employment being scarce in Washington, and those re
quiring his constant assistance numerous enough, already.
"The battle began to assume interesting proportions. At
length it took a definite shape. Two colored men were put for
ward for membership, and although it was discovered that one
of them was in league with the amalgamationists. and that the
game was to get these in, and then follow their admission by
continual applications from others, until the church was formed
in great part of colored people, still no opposition was made to
receiving them. Yet it was a difficult question to settle in its
general aspects. No one in the church desired to exclude a man
because he was black. It was the knowledge of the plan so care
fully hidden that perplexed the church authorities. At this stage
the pastor preached a sermon, in which he took the ground that
the greatest advantages would he derived by the blacks in or
ganizations of their own, rather than in bodies where they
could not control. Upon this point Dr. Boynton spoke as folh>ws:
“ “This subject presents two questions that are entirely
distinct and must not be confounded. ( )ne is, if a black man
seeks admission to the church of white men, should he be re
jected? Certainly not. Let him enjoy the same rights and privi
leges in this respect as other persons have. Christianity in this
regard knows no distinction of color. Another and very differ
ent question is, in view of their own best interests and highest
happiness, should we induce or advise them to come? Where
they have no church organizations of their own that they can
enter. 1 should do so; but in a community where suitable
churches and schools of their own people abound I can not con
scientiously. as a friend to the black, advise them to avoid these
organizations of their own and bury themselves in a living
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grave, an unheeded little company in the larger masses of the
whites. Everyone taken thus from the number of the blacks
diminishes to that extent their strength and their power of
progress and elevation. We can afford to receive the colored
people, but their own race can not afford to lose them."
“The sermon settled the matter, and while no effort what
ever. was made to shut out the colored candidates, while they
were examined and would have been recommended and an
nounced for membership; but understanding fully that the at
tempt to force social equality in the leading Northern church of
Washington, was a total failure, they indignantly withdrew.
Since this was settled, it has fully come to light, that the plan
was to make of this church, built by Northern benevolence an
institution where a perfect social blending of the races should
take place, to the end that here, in the National Capital, there
should be one model Christian church, whose cornerstone was
not exclusion in any of its forms, but amalgamation and com
plete social equality.
"T h e Conservative journals are already pointing to this
matter as the legitimate result of radical Christianity and as the
tendency of all of General Howard’s efforts. As they may not
tell their readers that the movement here has been made and the
excitement regarding it kept up by an insignificant number of
really insignificant men. it is due from Republican papers that
they should defend this new church enterprise and also expose
the attempt to connect the Head of the Freedmen's Bureau with
the doctrine of amalgamation.”
CON CE PT ION 1866-1868
C h a i r o f H y g i e n e and N a t u r a l T h eo l og y

There was in that “insignificant number of really insignificant men"
three of the Trustees of Howard University— 1). B. Nichols, W. F.
Bascom and F. W. Robinson. The most radical of the group. Nichols,
was the most active in the organization of the "Medical Department." It
happened in this w ay:11 The Reverend Benjamin F. Morris, a member
of the E'irst Congregational Church of Washington, D.C., visited Wayland Theological- Seminary, Monday, November 19. 1866. At a meeting
of the Missionary Society of this church, that evening, the condition of
the Freedmen in Washington and in the country at large was considered :
also the duty of the country and the Church toward their elevation. Dur
ing the evening the great change which had come over "the face of so
ciety,” since the Free Soil Convention of 1850, was discussed. The work
of the American Missionary Society was reviewed ; the organization «f
another society to cooperate with it was proposed. Reverend Mr. Morris

11Studies in History, No. 1, 1921, 9-11.
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related his experience at the W’ayland Seminary. He impressed those
present with what one teacher with poor equipment was accomplishing in
that school. The meeting adjourned but not before one at least had been
convinced that not another missionary society, hut a Theological School
was needed. Reverend Mr. Nichols reports that the sentiment mani
fested that evening to establish a school sometime in the future led him
to say within himself, "W hy not now?" At another meeting of the
little group, the next evening Tuesday, November 20. 1806. a school
was decided upon and a committee appointed;— three preachers. C. K.
Boynton, B. F . Morris and I). B. Nichols. This committee decided to
open a "Theological Seminary" and proceeded immediately to organize
the "Howard Theological Seminary under the following temporary pro
gramme of instruction :12
Reverend C. B. Boynton— Professor of Theology
Reverend D. B. Nichols— Professor of Biblical Literature.
Reverend B. F. Morris— Professor of History and Church
Polity
Reverend |. \Y. Alvord— Professor of Homiletics and Pas
toral Theology."
Before reporting this plan to the group. Mr. Nichols showed it to
Dr. S. L. Loomis a professor in Georgetown College. Dr. Loomis sug
gested that since Negro preachers would he called upon to write many
letters and to visit the sick they should he taught Fnglish Composition
and Physiology and Hygiene. He suggested a “Chair of English Litera
ture" and a “Chair of Hygiene and Natural Theology”. Thereupon the
committee modified its report and provided for English Literature and
Physiology and Hygiene. They also added a chair of sacred music.
Finally the committee made this report: That in view of the pressing
demand of the southern field we proceed immediately to organize the
Medical Department of the Howard Normal and Theological Institute
under the following temporary programme of instruction:
“Reverend C. B. Boynton— Professor of Theology
Reverend D. B. Nichols— Professor of Biblical Literature
Reverend B. F. Morris— Professor of History and Church
Polity
Reverend J . Kimball— Professor of English Literature
Reverend J . W . Alvord— Professor of Homiletics and Pastoral
Theology
Doctor Slias L. Loomis— Professor of Hygiene and Natural
Theology
-------------------------------— Professor of Sacred Music.”
'^Appendix D.
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M e d ic a l D e p a r t m e n t

On December 18, 1866 this report was approved 1>v the group by
the unanimous election of the professors named. Hut before another
month had passed they had decided that a University was necessary and
not merely a Normal and Theological Institute. At a meeting January 8.
1867, Dr. S. L. Loomis, Dr. Hiram Barber and Reverend A. B. Nichols
were appointed a committee to report a plan for the organization of the
Medical Department of the proposed University. The committee re
ported January 14, 1867 a Medical Department with the following pro
fessorships :
"Silas L. Loomis. M.D.— Professor of the Practice of Medicine
Hiram Barber, M.D.— Professor of Materia Medica and Juris
prudence
S. Read Ward, M.D.— Professor of Anatomy."
From that meeting to the opening of the school about two years
hence, events moved slowly. Committees were appointed and discharged;
the faculty was reorganized again and again. On June 17, 1867 at the
suggestion of General O. O. Howard, Dr. Robert Revburn and Dr.
Joseph Taber Johnson were elected— the former as Professor of Surg
ery. the latter as Professor of Obstetrics and diseases of women and
children. On February 3, 1868, the Faculty as it then stood, was made
the committee on organization of the Medical Department and all other
committees discharged.
Drs. Loomis, Barber, Reybttrn and Johnson, who composed this
committee, reported at a meeting of the board on March 2, 1868, the
following organization for the Medical Department:
“A Medical School with nine professorships.
A Pharmaceutical School with four professorships.
A General Hospital with surgical, medical and obstetrical wards
and a dispensary."
On April 13, 1868, the plan was approved. But within less than a
month, on May 4. 1868, Dr. H. Barber, a member of the faculty re
signed and Dr. S. Read Ward a member of the faculty failed of reelection. Finally the faculty was completed by the election of Dr. L. C.
Loomis, as Professor of Physiology and Microscopy and by the election
of Dr. A. T. Augusta as demonstrator of Anatomy. This was on Sep
tember 21, 1868. W ith five teachers, therefore, at 5 p.m. Monday eve
ning, November 9, 1868 the ‘‘Medical Department" of Howard Univer
sity opened for instruction. It opened in a frame house near what is now

Dr. Robert Revburn resigned in 1873 and returned to Georgetown College as
a professor. In 1879 he returned to Howard University and remained until bis
death in 1900.
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\V Street just across from the building of the General Baking Company
on Georgia Avenue, NAY. A lumber company at present (1929) oc
cupies the original spot of the first medical building.
IN T H E B E G IN N IN G 1868-1873
T

he

F

ir s t

F

a cu lty

Q U A L IF IC A T IO N S

Securing a faculty was no easy task. Religious and political ani
mosity, race prejudice and local school rivalry were the chief obstacles
to be overcome.
It was evident from the beginning that only Protestants would be
appointed to positions in Howard University. For it was “Resolved on
April 29, 1867 that every person elected to any position in Howard Uni
versity shall be a member of some Evangelical Church."1'5
It was also decided very early that only Republicans would be ap
pointed, "A s the design of the Institution lias never, in any sense, been
partial or sectarian, within the proper scope and limitations of Protes
tant Republicanism, so neither should the official trusts and responsibili
ties be confined by any narrower boundaries. In the future as in the past
this principle will continue to be applied in the selections made to fill
vacancies, as well as in the creation of other offices."14
Race prejudice operated in two ways. It made it difficult to secure
white teachers. It made it difficult to secure Negro teachers. The Negro
had not had an opportunity to acquire an education in Medicine. And
what it entailed for a competent white man to be connected with the
medical faculty of Howard University in the beginning is suggested by
this letter:

Washintjton, D.C., 7th Sept., 1868.
My D

ea r

S i r : 15

As this is the evening for the regular meeting of the 'Trus
tees of the University, several subjects of vital importance will
come up for consideration, in regard to the Medical Dept, and
Dr. Loomis who is especially charged with the care of them, I
fear will not be present, as he had not yesterday returned from
the South.
Recent events have transpired in the Faculty of the Med.
Dept, of Georgetown College (in which both Reyburn and
Loomis are full professors) which make some special action
necessary (I think) by your Board tonight. Dr. Loomis has

HBoard of Trustees.

^R eport o f President of Howard University, 1868. Appendix E.
15To whom addressed has not been established, probably to O. O. Howard.
Appendix I.

Published by Digital Howard @ Howard University, 1929

9

Howard University Studies in History, Vol. 10 [1929], Iss. 1, Art. 3

16

H o w a r d U n i v e r s i t y S tithies

in

H

i st o r y

already been expelled from that College on account of his con
nection with the Howard University or as they put it a "rival
college" and in conversation with one of the Professors of the
( )!d College last week he told me that they only awaited an ex
pression from Dr. Reyhurn to do the same by him.
Reyburn is away now, and will not be back for about a
week, and his Faculty are anxiously waiting his return. They all
like him as a man, and as a professor, and are hoping to be able
to secure him for their school. ( )ne of the officers of the Faculty
told me earnestly this morning that "he regarded the Med. Dept,
of Howard University as a much more dangerous rival than the
Med. Dept, of Columbian College, and said he knew that our
College would, in a few years, have more endowments, and
more students than they would. He could see the determination
on the part of the " Niijijcrs " to be educated, and on the part of
their friends throughout the North, that they would be educa
ted— and he knew the University would be a final success,"
southern sympathy man as he is.
He says Reyburn is our best man— that he has the largest
Hospital in the city, and can afford the college he is connected
with, wore advantai/cs for clinical instruction than any wan in
the city, and that they are going to get him away from our col
lege. He says it would be a staggering blow in the eyes of the
Community for Reyburn, who has become known to all the
colored men in the city who have had anything to do with Doc
tors, and is also known generally to have been elected to a pro
fessorship, to withdraw, and permanently join their college, and
I think so too.
They are confident that they will secure him. They fear and
openly say, too or leave us to infer their meaning, the growth of
our college, if Reyburn who is so popular in theirs, withdr^tvs
from them, and comes to ours. They will do their best to make
him renounce ours forever or turn him out the (lay he gets back.
Now the grand point of this letter is, that we cannot afford
and ought not under any circumstances to loose Reyburn, and
I most earnestly ask of you, and your Hoard tonight, that you
take such action as will keep him in the Medical Department of
Howard University.
That action will readily suggest itself to your mind and
need not, therefore be mentioned by me. Some promise for the
future from Oct. '69 I think would keep him. Tie cannot afford
to make a great sacrifice for his love for the school. I think it
would be a great calamity to loose him. Begging your pardon
for so long a letter I am in haste
Resp. J o s . T a b e r J o h n s o n ,

Scry. Medical Faculty Howard l 1nh'crsity.
It was not enough for the applicant to be a good Protestant and a
good Republican but it was also necessary for him to have a “liberal
education.”

http://dh.howard.edu/hush/vol10/iss1/3

10

Dyson: Founding of the School of Medicine at Howard University, 1866-187

F ou n din g

the

S chool

of

M

17

edic in e

This was also decided early in the history of the University, for on
June 17, 1867, when, "the question of qualifications for Professorships
in Howard University was freely discussed." "a high standard was
deemed essential to the most eminent respect of the University and the
attainment of its best purposes, and . . . . a liberal education was by
common consent approved.”16
S A L A R I E S 17

While the question of money did embarrass the Trustees in their
efifort to secure a Faculty, the ambarrassment was not as serious as it
might have been. The income from the sale of lots and from the Freedtnen's Bureau was sufficient to liquidate all indebtedness by 1870. Then,
too, the professors were part-time men teaching during the evening main
ly. However, salaries were quite a problem, and to some extent, the
salaries paid by other schools. In this connection the following letter is
suggestive:
N ew H
M

y dear

a ven ,

A p ril

19, 1871.

D r . R a n k in :

Your letter of the 14th I found awaiting me on my arrival
home from New York this morning.
1 have not yet decided concerning the Harvard College
ca ll; hut the very fact that 1 am considering it must he accepted
as evidence that I am not immovably fixed here. Your own in
vitation to Howard University, therefore, I am not disinclined
to consider. Perhaps the most serious question in the matter is
whether my family could he comfortably cared for on $3000 a
year in so expensive a city as Washington. Perhaps the income
from the Medical School (independent of course, of the salary
in the college) would make up the needed amount. Yale or H ar
vard at $3000 must T suppose he considered preferable to How
ard at $3000. Columbia pays $6000 and my friends who are
professors there, tell me that they can hardly live in New York
on that. I am inclined to believe therefore, that I could not come
to Washington unless on a salary of $5000 from both the Aca
demic and Medical departments together..........
Professor Gibbs, of Harvard is now in Washington, at
tending the meeting of the National Academy. You might learn
something from him which would he for your advantage in this
line.
With the highest esteem I remain
Very truly yours,
G eorge F . B a r k e r .

16Board of Trustees.

17Studies in History, No. 8, 1927, 7-8.

Published by Digital Howard @ Howard University, 1929

11

Howard University Studies in History, Vol. 10 [1929], Iss. 1, Art. 3

18

H oward U

niversity

S tudies

in

H

i st o r y

While, as early as 1869, $.1000 was the annual salary for full-time
work in the University, the annual salaries paid for this part-time teach
ing were as follows:
Professor
Demonstrator1*

1868-69
$1000
$1000

69-70
$1000
$ 500

71-72
$600
$300

72-7.1
$833.33

73-74
$290

The panic of 1873 forced the Board of Trustees to reduce all sala
ries. In fact a request was sent each officer of the University for his
resignation. Reinstatement was possible in the case of each officer, hut
at half salary, except in the professional schools. They were put upon
a self-supporting basis. The teachers in the School of Medicine were
to receive "the same salaries provided the money could he raised." From
time to time small sums were divided among these teachers.
On June 18, 1875, the Executive Committee of the Board of Trus
tees ordered that the sum of $500 should he divided among the mem
bers of the Medical Faculty." And, four years later on June 1. 1879, the
Board of Trustees, while "grateful to the Faculty for their self-denying
labors in behalf of the Medical Department, regreted that they could see
"no possible way of adding to (their) compensation, hut that which was
authorized a year since, viz. the charge of a small tuition fee."*19 A tui
tion was charged again during the early 80’s and the income did increase
the pay of the teachers in the Medical Department. But regular salaries
were not paid until sometime later.
D U T IE S A N D PR IV ILEG ES

The duties and privileges of the faculty of the School of Medicine
were numerous. Through the performance of its duties the faculty ac
quired greater privileges and unusual power. It came about in this way.
In the beginning the medical faculty and the Board of Trustees of the
University were, in personnel, practically one. At the first meeting of
the faculty of the School of Medicine fifty per cent (5 0 % ) of those
present were members of tbe Board. This vital connection of the faculty
with the Trustees was the chief source of the faculty’s power. The re
commendations of the faculty were practically actions of the Board.
When the faculty reoommended the appointment of a teacher or his dis

WSalary for 1873-74, probably $290. Appendix. F. During 1872-73 there was
no Demonstrator. H .U .M .D ., 143.
19H.U.M .D„ 32, 37. "A communication was received from members of the
Medical Department, sugesting certain colors for the University in order to have
uniformity, etc. It was unanimously voted by the Board that tbe colors of tbe
American Flag, known as 'Old Glory,' be adopted." (Board of Trustees, January
16, 1894, p. 389.) The red of the American Flag gradually dropped out leaving the
white and blue which are the University colors today.
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missal, it was done; when it recommended a salary or its reduction or its
increase, it was approved. And annually the medical faculty elected its
secretary-treasurer and dean.
As the other departments grew, jealousy developed because of the
advantages which accrued to the medical faculty through this Hoard con
nection. The law faculty protested. It was decided in 1870 that each de
partment hereafter should he represented on the Hoard by one of its
members elected for that purpose. This brought about some degree of
equality. Hut the medical faculty was still at an advantage being repre
sented hy this elected member and hy its dean, who had been a member
of the Hoard from the beginning. Hence in 187.1 faculty representation
on the Hoard was reduced to one person— namely the dean. And finally
in January 1875 the Trustees voted, "that no person he allowed to at
tend the meetings of the Trustees except members of the Hoard unless
specially invited.’’20
With the severance of this vital connection of the medical faculty
and the hoard of trustees, went many of the privileges and much of the
power of the faculty. Hut one prerogative continued into the 20th cen
tury— the election annually of its secretary-treasurer and dean.21*
20Appendix G.
21 Appendix II. Board of Trustees May 26, 1903.
D E A N S 01' SC H O O L OK MKIIICIXF.

Silas L. Loomis ______________ ________________________ ____ _ 1868-1870
Robert Reyburn ---------------------------- ----------------------------------------- 1870-1871
Gideon S. Palm er. _ ------------- --------------- ------------------------ -------1871-1881
Thomas B. Hood _______________________ _ -------------------------- 1881-1900
Robert Reyburn
_____ _____ ____________ ___ ____ _
— 1900-1908
Kdward A. Ilalloch ___
_____ .. — __
__ ------- .1908-1928
Nunn P. G. Adams . ________
______________________ . .. -------- 1929S KC R KT A R Y - T R K A S l ' R F.R

James Taber Johnson. _______ ________
____ ________ . . ....1868-187,1
Charles B. P u rv is___ ________
......
___
_ —
187.1-1896
_____ . . . ..... __ ------- . . . ----------- — — 1896-1908
Furman J . Shadd
W illiam C. M c N e ill.._ __________________________________ ___ 1908-1920
M1CRO-P HOTOtiR A f ' I I V

"The appointment of a Microscopist has been more important to the Depart
ment than was anticipated. It has been found that besides the mounting of micro
scopical objects for illustration of the different branches, it is within our means
to obtain microphotographs of the same, and we now have them in process of pro
duction. I am informed that the Medical Department of Howard University is the
first institution in the world that has made this valuable means of illustration avail
able to students. This is one o f the most important steps in Medical education taken
in this century, and we congratulate the University on its being one of the first to
introduce it in the general course o f instruction." Report of the Dean of Medical
Department, 1870.
The first University Professor of Chemistry was appointed June 13, 1871— Dr.
S. L. Loomis.
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T h e F i r s t S chool D ay

The School of Medicine was in the beginning an evening school. The
first day extended from 5 p . m . to 9 :3 0 p . m ., the “time customary in the
Medical and Business Colleges of the District and . . . . most acceptable
to the students of this city.” During 1870 and thereafter, clinical lectures
began “at 3 :30 daily except Sunday.” This time was chosen “because it
accomodated the clerks in the Government Departments who constituted
a large part of the Medical students and whose official day at that period
ended at 3 p . m . ” In 1871 “Practical Anatomy and Pharmacy,” began at
9 p . m . The day, then, extended from 3 :3 0 p . m . to 10 p . m . This custom
continued until 1903. At that time, the lectures, recitations and practical
work of the freshman and sophomore classes were scheduled “mainly”
for the day instead of the evening as before. By 1908, all classes were
scheduled for the day. From 1908 to 1910 a four-year course was con
ducted during the day and a five-year course, during the evening. Since
1910 the evening classes have been discontinued and all classes in the
School of Medicine, have been conducted during the day.22
T h e F i r s t S choo l Y ear

The first year of the School of Medicine was less than four months
in length, about fifteen weeks from November 8 to March 1. From
1869 to 1890, the year was five months or twenty weeks. One month
was added during 1890, another in 1895— making a term of seven months
or twenty-eight weeks. Since 1906 the year has extended from October
to June— eight months or thirty-two weeks. The present year is exactly
twice as long as the first and is divided into two semesters. From the
beginning a student, who failed to graduate at the March commencement,
could review in the spring and graduate in June. In 1873 a “Summer
Session” was held which was probably the nucleus of the second semes
ter.22 From 1930-31 the year will be divided into quarters.
T h e F i r s t C u r r i c u l u m *24
m e d ic in e

The “Medical Department” in the beginning embraced a Medical
School, a Pharmaceutical School and a hospital.
Three years were required for a degree in Medicine. In 1893 a
fourth year was added. Today, 1929 Medicine is a four year course.

« Catalogue, 1904-05, 31; 1905-06, 31; 1906-07, 71. H .U .M .D ., 25. Medicine
became a day course, 1904-05; Dentistry, 1906-07, and Pharmacy, 1907-08.
J3 Sixth Annual Report of the President, 1873, 9. H .U .M .D ., 28. Appendix C.
24H .U .M .D ., 43; Catalogue of Medical Department, 1906-07, 20-22. Catalogue,
1921-22, 272.
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PHARMACY

While the first graduate of the “Medical Department” was from
the course in Pharmacy which closed March 3, 1870, this course was not
differentiated from Medicine proper until the beginning of that year,
January 17, 1870. At that time. Dr. Charles B. Purvis was elected,
Professor of Materia Medica; Dr. (i. S. Palmer, Professor of Phar
macy; and Dr. S. L. Loomis, Professor of Chemistry. In June 1871, the
trustees added to this faculty Mr. Oscar Oldherg, a druggist of Wash
ington. D.C. as lecturer on Practical Pharmacy and Mr. William H.
Seaman, as lecturer on Botany. Both served without pay. During 1904-5
Pharmacy which began in 1868 as a two-year course was made three.
Today, 1929 it is a four-year course, having been extended to four years
in 1922-23. A student, however, may still receive a degree of Pharma
ceutical Chemist by pursuing a three-year course. The enrollment in the
beginning was very small. One student graduated in 1870; one in 1872
and not another until 1880.
DENTISTRY

Dentistry was introduced at Howard University during the early
80’s. About October 11, 1881, Dr. James Hodgkins of the medical facul
ty was instructed to lecture to the medical class on Practical Dentistry.
The next year. Dr. X. W . Whitcomb, of Buffalo. Xew York, was ap
pointed professor of Operative Dentistry— to lecture to those “desiring
it” for which “a small fee" was charged. Six students elected the sub
ject. “Extraction of teeth" was about all the course embraced.
It was not until 1884 that the first regular lectures in dentistry were
delivered. Dr. Starr Parsons and Dr. N. W. Whitcomb were then in
charge. By 1885-86, a dental student, before graduation, “should treat
some patient” and “bring him before the Professor of Operative Den
tistry” ; prepare an “artificial case” and “bring the patient before the
Professor of Dental Mechanics; “prepare at least one approved speci
men case made at the college building to he deposited in the University
collection” ; “present a written thesis on some dental subject” also “pro
vide himself with such instruments as were necessary in the Infirmary
and laboratory”.
The enrollment for the first years was very small.
Year
1882-1883
1883-1884
1884-1885
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From 1884-1893 Dentistry was a two-year subject being extended
to three in 1893 and to four in 1916.25
T E X T -B O O K S AND W O R K S O F R E F E R E N C E , 1872-1873

S u r g e r y ____________ Druitt's Surgery; Gross’ Principles and Practice
of Surgery; Paget's Surgical Pathology; Macdeod's Surgical Diagnosis; Holmes' System of
Surgery.
\

O bstetrics __________ Cazeaux's or Bedford's Obstetrics; Thomas and
Hewitt on Diseases Peculiar to Women; Atthill
on Diseases of Women, and West or Tanner on
Diseases of Children.

Anatomy____________Leidy’s Elementary Treatise on Human Anatomy;
W ilson’s Anatomy, with Kolliker's Microscopical
Anatomy; Sharpey and Quain’s Anatomy; Gray's
Anatomy; Agnew's Dissector and Hodge's Dis
sector.

Institutes of
Marshall’s Physiology; Dalton’s Physiology; DraM edicine ___________ per’s Physiology; Beal on the Microscope.
Materia M ed ica _____Stille's or Biddle’s Materia Medica; Carson’s Syn
opsis; Wood and Bache’s Dispensatory; Head
land upon the Action of Medicine.

Practice of Medicine-Flint's, Wood’s, or Bennett’s Practice of Medi
cine ; Walsh on the Diseases of the Heart and
Lung's; Tanner's Practice of Medicine; Reynold’s
System of Medicine.

C hem istry __________ Towne s Chemistry— last ed .; Attfield's General
Medical and Pharmaceutical Chemistry; Shmann’s
Physiological Chemistry; Taylor’s Toxicology.

Botany _____________Wood’s Botany.

25At the last meeting of the National Association of Dental Faculties, it was
voted that beginning with the session of 1917-1918, the schools belonging to this
Association should increase their course from three to four years. This require
ment applies to this School, and went into effect October 1, 1916. Catalogue, 19161917, 167, 181. Catalogue of Medical Department, 1903-4, 3. H .U .M .D ., 51.
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4 ' i i r F i r s t H o s p i t a l 27
W A SH IN G T O N GRNRRAL H O SP IT A L AND A SY LU M

From the beginning it was evident that a hospital was absolutely
necessary for a first-class medical curriculum. For that reason con
ferences were held with a group of colored men of Washington, 13.C.,
who were planning to open a hospital, looking forward to associating
their hospital with the Medical Department of Howard University. This
hospital did not materialize. Meanwhile plans were made for incor
porating an independent institution. This was done March 25, 1870. This
Washington General Hospital and Asylum never opened because Freedmen’s Hospital sometimes called Washington General Hospital and Asy
lum was made available. It was for that reason among others, that Gen
eral (3. (>. Howard, nominated Dr. Robert Reylmrn, for a position on
the faculty. Dr. Reyburn, was officially connected with the federal hos
pital of the District of Columbia. In 1865, after a checkered career, this
hospital was located at the northeast corner of what is now Florida Ave
nue and 1Georgia Avenue reaching back in general to what is now W
Street and 2nd Street, NAY. During 1862-65 it had been located be
tween R and S Street. 12th and 13th Streets ; for a few months during
1865 it was between Vermont Avenue and 14th Street, and L and M
Streets, NAY. In August of 1865 it was moved to the Campbell Hospi
tal which occupied then, in general what is now Fe Droit Park.
F R E E D M F . n ’s G E N E R A L H O S P I T A L A N D A S Y L U M

The Freedmen’s Bureau was in charge of Freedmen’s Hospital in
1865. The Bureau wTas gradually closing up its work. What to do with
the 300 or more "sick and lunatic" who would be a permanent charge
upon the Federal Government was a serious problem. It was necessary
to have a permanent home for them. It was decided to locate the Hospital
on land belonging to Howard University. This was done late in 1869.
This however, did not lay all anxiety. The medical faculty was fearful
that when the Bureau did finally cease activity, the school would lose the
clinical opportunity offered. It was then that the Washington General
Hospital and Asylum was incorporated. But the Freedmen’s Hospital
gradually became a general hospital open to all— "a poor man's retreat."
By 1871 the name "Freedmen’s" was substituted for "Washington”, it
being named then Freedmen's General Hospital and Asylum.
When the Bureau closed July 1, 1874 the hospital was placed under
the supervision of the Interior Department of the Federal Government.

27H .U .M .D., 8-15.
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In addition to the clinical advantages offered the medical students
of Howard University, the hospital was concerned with the education of
its employees of its inmates and of the nurses of the city. For the in
struction of its employees, an Evening School was opened in the hos
pital chapel, December 20, 1869. For the instruction of those who were
living in the hospital, an industrial school was maintained. On September
18, 1865 Miss Susan Walker, was placed in "charge of the Industrial
School" "to instruct the people not only in sewing and making garments
but in the common duties and virtues of daily life." The people referred
to, who were to lie instructed, were "respectable colored persons" who
had rented homes in this Asylum. During 1868 coffin-making was added
to the course of study, because the "coffins which were furnished for the
use of the Hospital and Asylum were too small for the average adult”.
The Evening School, and the Industrial School which were main
tained by the hospital gradually ceased, but another more permanent
school was begun. This was the Nurses Training School of 1893. This
school continued the work of the Washington Training School for
Nurses begun in 1877. For many years this training school received its
practical instruction at the Emergency, Columbia and Freedmen’s Hos
pitals. During 1893 the work was transferred to Freedmen's entirely.
From that date to 1896 the medical faculty, as a faculty conducted it;
during 1896. it was transferred to the Hospital Staff. On March 9,
1908, the medical faculty and the Hospital Staff were joined in control
of this school.
The medical course was greatly enriched by the clinical opportunities
afforded by this hospital. During the second term, arrangements were
made for the admission of the medical students "under proper restric
tions for the study of diseases at the bedside". "Surgical and obstetrical
cases (were) seen by the classes under the supervision of the Professors
and operations (were) performed in their presence in the amphi
theatre".28
T h e F i r s t S t u d e n t B ody

School opened for class-room instruction Monday evening Novem
ber 9, 1868 at 5 p . m . On the evening of Thursday, November 5, in the
first Congregational Church of the city, was delivered this first Fresh
man lecture.
28H .U .M .D ., 13, 14, 21, 56, 71-73. Third Annual Report of the Howard Uni

versity, 1870, 10.
SURGEON'S IN ( II IKK OF KRKF.DMEN’ s

H O SPITAL

Robert Reyburn _______________________________________________ 1868-1875
Gideon S. P a lm e r _____________________________________________ 1875-1881
Charles 1!. P u r v is _____________________________________________ 1881-1894
Daniel H. W ilia m s ____________________________________________ 1894-1898
Arthur M. C u r t is ___ •________________________________________ 1898-1901
W illiam A. Warfield __________________________________________ 1901-
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F R E S H M A N L E C T U R E 29

‘'Members of the medical class, you enter upon a high and
holy vocation, one fraught with toil and anxiety and peril, yet
to the faithful and worthy, one of constant blessings. You
assume to be a co-worker with Him who gives us life. You
assume to preserve what He bestows. The physician walks as in
a dim twilight along the shore of an unfathomable sea, scarcely
able to penetrate a foot-step before him, yet never in uncer
tainty or hesitation, knowing that the same omnipotent hand
holds the ever restless waves as fixed as the eternal hills, and
feeling that man may safely walk where Hod has gone before
him.
“Along, this, to us uncertain boundary, he makes his way
questful of the healing balm and the waters of life that he may
hasten with the precious gift of heaven, not with shout and ban
ner, but rather as the angels come, silent and unheralded, to the
couch of pain and suffering and touch the wasted frame and say
rise up and walk. None whose pursuit lies so continuously near
the unfathomable beyond. None who walks a path so fanned by
human sighs, so moistened by the ever-falling dewdrops of sor
row. None on whose words hang so much of hope and trust
or fear and dread. None to whom throbbing hearts, in the wild
hour of helplessness and despair, turn with such supplication.
When danger comes we turn to the wise and skillful physician
as to our last, truest, and trustiest friend. As the darkness dims
our horizon he stands by our side to light our battle for us, and
when we are laid helpless upon our bed, over our prostrate body
he still struggles to keep the unseen enemy at bay. And if, in
the conflict, reason is overthrown and we are left to wander in
darkness and the shadow of death, he follows us still, if per
chance he may bring us back again to the realm of light. It is
one of our dearest, sweetest consolations that when these sor
rowful hours shall come to each of us, as come they must, we
may feel that the one to whom we have trusted our all of life
and hope and love will never leave nor forsake us till he brings
us hack to health, or till the spirit is called home by its Giver.
“What a field of honorable toil is here! How limitless its
opportunities for good! How worthy the life that uses them
well! Such toil, such opportunities, and such honor open to the
patient, conscientious, and faithful student of medicine. May
the after years of your lives my young friends, justify the
hopes of the present hour, and along your sometimes weary
student’s life may you never forget that success comes only of
patient toil, and that patient toil never fails of success".

29Ho\vard University, 1868-92. Catalogues and Reforts.
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F I R S T C L A S S '’ 0

Eight students, all men,— seven colored, one white, seven in medi
cine, one in pharmacy, was the first enrollment:
*Bennit, W illia m ______________ ___________ New York City
Bowen, James L . ______________________ District of Columbia
Bronaugh, Franc W . ____ _____ _______________ New Jersey
Brooks, George W . _____ ____________ District of Columbia
Crusor, Washington F . _________________ District of Columbia
Jordan, Jesse P. _____________ ___________________ Maryland
Stewart, William H. _______________________ District of Columbia
fWormley, James T . ____________________ District of Columbia
E N T R A N C E R F ,Q U IR E M EN T S

No doubt all of the first class were admitted without condition. The
entrance requirements were very low. "Persons of all religions, all
nationalities, all colors and both sexes, are equally admitted to the privi
leges of this school, provided they possess good moral characters and
have the requisite intellectual abilities and acquirements."
This was probably true in November, 1868, for the resolution re
quiring membership in some "Evangelical Church", for all persons con
nected with the University was rescinded December 7, 1868.
The first students simply furnished evidence of "good moral char
acter" and paid the fees. Even the fees were remitted in part "if indi
gent", or if a "regularly ordained" clergyman, or if a graduate of a
"regularly chartered medical college".
Beginning with 1870 to matriculate one must have "a thorough
English education", must "have studied the elementary treatises on math
ematics", and must "have a sufficient knowledge of the Latin language to
understand prescriptions and the medical terms in common use".
By inference eighteen years was the minimum age for registration.
For in 1872-73 a graduate must have attained his twenty-first year.
These were the entrance requirements until 1903, when a high
school education or its equivalent was recpiired. Since 191-J-15, two years*

■^Howard University, 1868-92, Catalogues and Reports.
Howard University opened with five white girls, daughters of two Trustees—•
1). B. Nichols and K. W . Robinson; the Medical Department poened with one
white man and seven Negroes. By 1885-b, 53% of the enrollment of the Medical
Department was w hite; during 1887-8, 60% was white. Since then, the percentage
of white students has fallen ofif. In 1899-1900 they were 17% of the enrollment.
Today, 1929-30, 365 are black and three are white. At the commencement of 1887, a
Negro was valedictorian of the medical class, a white man was valedictorian of
the dental class, and a white woman of the pharmaceutical class.
*\Y'hite.
fPharrnacy, Appendix D.
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of college work have been required to enter medicine and since 1920-21
one year to enter dentistry.31 From 1930 two years of college work
will be required to enter dentistry.
E N R O L L M E N T 32

'l'he enrollment for the first six years was small. In 1868-69, eight
matriculated; in 1869-70, twenty-four; in 1870-71, twenty-four; in 187172, forty-eight; in 1872-73, forty; in 1873-74, twenty-one. Five women
registered for the second session; two for the third ; six for the fourth ;
four for the fifth; two for the sixth.
The geographical distribution of the graduates and'undergraduates
of 1871-72. is very inttresting.3!3
Austria . _ ...
.
__ .
District of Columbia
England
Georgia
Indiana
_ ..
Illinois
Kentucky ...._____ ___
Liberia
__ ...
-----Massachusetts
Maryland __________________

Maine
... ... . . _
New York State .. ....
New Jersey .
.... . ..
New Hampshire
( )hio
Pennsylvania
Prussia
.. . .
Scotland
Virginia .. West Indies . .. .

1
5
1
1
1
1
3
1
2
3

______ 2
_____
_____
__
____6
____

0
2
1
1

2
i
______ 2
6

Thirteen states, the District of Columbia and six foreign countries
were represented that year.
FEES

Because of the small enrollment in 1872-73 the fees were reduced
in 1873. Tuition and matriculation in 1872-73 were $235.00. They were
reduced to $115.00. The students of the first term had paid $105.00, those
of the second term, $195, those of the third term $130.00, A reduction in

31Cataloyiie of Medical Department, 1920-21.
The Dental College became a member of the Association of American Den
tal Faculties in 1904. The College of Pharmacy became a member of the American
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy in 1927. The College of Medicine joined the
Association of American Medical Colleges in 1891. Today 1929-30, it is rated A -l.
32This enrollment is given in Howard University Medical Department, page
143. The enrollment for the corresponding years given in the annual reports of the
Presidents of the University does not agree with this. Fo r example, the report for
1870 gives twenty-three for 1809-70; the report for 1871 gives thirty-one for 187071; the report for 1872 gives “over forty," for 1871-72; the report for 1873 gives
thirty for 1872-73. The report for 1872 gives sixteen for 1869-70. This report and
the report for 1870 give five for the first session 1808-69. From reliable sources,
it is established that eight attended the first session. Their names are in the records.
Hut just how many attended the second and subsequent sessions prior to 1874 is
doubtful. "Over 40," "number has nearly doubled that of the preceding year” and
“only about twenty-four”— such inexactness in the reports of the deans and of the
presidents, makes accuracy impossible.
^C atalogue, 1871-72, 54-55.

http://dh.howard.edu/hush/vol10/iss1/3

22

Dyson: Founding of the School of Medicine at Howard University, 1866-187

F ou n din g

thf.

S chool

of

M

edic in e

29

tuition fees in 1873 did not materially increase the enrollment. So, dur
ing- 1874, all tuition fees were remitted, not to be charged again until
during the 80's.
Evidently very few students actually paid the fees. This was because
of the many exemptions. The total income from fees for the year 186869 was $335.00; the total income for the next year was $360.00.
It was also evident that the students did not pay but a small per
cent of what it cost to educate them. During 1868-69 the University ex
pended for “'salaries and material for lectures” $6510.14. The same year,
the students paid in fees $335.00. The next year, the University ex
pended for instruction $8386.75. That year, the income from fees was
$ 3 6 0 .0 0. This annual deficit explains in part the $100,000 debt by
1874.34
CO-EUDCATION

But the constantly increasing deficit was not the only problem. Co
education presented some difficulties.
On February 17, 1873 the faculty received a communication from
two women students, “complaining of ill treatment and insults from
some men students, and that the Demonstrator and janitor did not give
them proper facilities for Practical Anatomy”. After investigation the
faculty passed the following resolution: "Resolved, That the Dean be
directed to communicate to the students of the College the vote of the
Faculty concerning such persons as were guilty in the recent discour
tesies shown to the lady students, and that he express in the strongest
terms the disapprobation of the Faculty thereat, and also that he an
nounce their inflexible determination to carry out to the letter the spirit
and intent of the organic law of the University, which provides for the
education of both sexes, and that their (the ladies') interests shall be
equally cared for under any and all circumstances”.
The Medical Alumni also took action in the matter, March 22, 1873:
“Whereas an unjust discrimination is being made against certain
members of our profession on account of s e x :— Therefore be it resolved:
That we discountenance and denounce said discrimination as being un
manly and unworthy of the profession: That we accord to all i>ersons
the same rights and immunities that we demand for ourselves: That said
discrimination rests upon the basis of selfish interest or ignorant preju
dice : That we highly appreciate and honor intellect and capacity with
out regard to nationality or s e x : And that a copy of these resolutions be
forwarded by the Secretary to the Medical Faculty of Howard Univer
sity with a request that they be read before the Medical class”.35

3*Studies in History, No. 8, 1027, 5.
J5H .U .M .D ., 23.
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T h e F ir st A l u m n i
G R A D U A T E S 36

James T . Wormlev was the first graduate of the "Medical Depart
ment”. He received the degree of Doctor of Pharmacy, "P h .D .”, March
3, 1870.
The first graduates in medicine proper were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Danforth B. Nichols
Joseph A. Sladen
James L. N. Bowen
William N. Bennit
George W . Brooks

These five men. three white and two colored, finished in 1871. In
1872, eleven ( 11) graduated: in 1873, five ( 5 ) : in 1874, six ( 6 ) ; in
1875, four ( 4) . In the class of 1872 was the first woman graduate—
Mary Dora Spackman.
COM M E N C E M E N T

The first commencement was held in the new Medical building on
the campus. It was very simple. We are told "addresses were made by
the President of the University and Dr. Palmer and prayer by Reverend
Doctors Rankin and Anderson".
Commencements for the next thirty years were more elaborate.
They were held, with one exception, in the First Congregational Church,
corner of 10th and G Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. The exception
was during 1879-82 when Lincoln Hall, 9th and D Streets., N.W., was
used.
The date of Commencement has varied. From 1870 to 1891 the
closing exercises were held during the last of February or the first of
March. Then for four years, 1892-95, April was the Commencement
month. From 1896 to date (1929) the last of May or the first of June
has been the closing season.
Referring to the Commencement of March 1, 1871. Dr. D. B
Nichols, one of the three white members of the class says:37
"A s I stood on that historic day in a class of five, one at
least of the class slaveborn, going forth with our diplomas on
the divine mission to heal the sick, surely it was a small be
ginning. But it was a small beginning too when a group of men
gathered at the foot of the Capitol grounds in Washington, a
group of workmen armed with picks to pick the cobble stones
for the coming of comfort and speed for the beginning of the

361, 2, and 4, were white. H .U .M .D., 31, 21, 36-38, 143. Appendix D.
37H .U .M .D „ 5.
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fulfillment of prophesy, ‘ Behold I make all things even’. Be
hold the beautiful city now. One who viewed that beginning
writes this sketch, was one of the founders of the University,
one of the five who looked into the future and the glorious
triumphs of right over might, and who read the future in the
words of F a b er:
“ But right is right since God is God,
“And right the day must win ;
“To doubt would he disloyalty,
“To falter would he sin.
“From the day I received my diploma from Gen. O. O.
Howard, then the President of the University, until now, when
I am over 83 years old, 1 have not received as much as a dime
for medical services; one dozen sweet oranges in Florida is the
sum total of what the world would call fees. I held a commis
sion from higher authority than human to go forth and teach
righteousness; to the second commission the first was joined,
and I have been ministering to the body by teaching as well as
the soul.”
r e q u i r e m e n t s for g ra d ua ti on

The requirements for graduation were in the beginning very gen
eral and stated as follows for 1868-1869:38
1. “He must (referring to the applicant) furnish evidence of
a good moral character.
2. “He must have studied medicine not less than three years.
during which time he shall have attended two full courses
of lectures at some regular Medical College, one of which
shall have been in this Institution.
3. “He shall have dissected at least one winter, and shall have
attended the clinical lectures.
4. “He must present to the Secretary of the Faculty an ac
ceptable thesis, in his own handwriting, upon some medi
cal subject.
5. “He must pass a satisfactory examination.”
The next year, 1869-70, this statement of requirements for gradua
tion appeared in the announcement:
“Applicants for the degree of M.D. must have studied
medicine at least three years, and have attended two full courses
of medical lectures, one of which shall have been in this insti
tution. They are required to possess a thorough English educa
tion, to have studied the elementary treatises on mathematics,
and to have a sufficient knowledge of the Latin language to un
derstand prescriptions and the medical terms in common use.
“For the degree of Doctor of Pharmacy the candidate must
be at least twenty-one years of age, present proper testimonials
38Report of President of Howard University, 1867-8, 20.
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of good moral character, produce satisfactory evidence that he
has studied two years witli a druggist duly authorized to prac
tice his profession; he must also have attended two full courses
of lectures, the last of which shall have been in the Howard
University, and have passed a satisfactory examination, and
have presented an acceptable pharmaceutical thesis in his own
handwriting.
“ ad e u n d k m d e g r e e s"

“The ad eundem degree of Doctor of Medicine may he
conferred upon anv regular graduate in good standing who has
been engaged in the legitimate practice of medicine for not less
than five years, on payment of the graduation fee."
Since 1891 when the College of Medicine became a member of the
Association of American Medical Colleges, its requirements for gradua
tion have been gradually raised.39
A L U M N I A S S O C I A T I O N 40

Immediately upon graduation March 10, 1871, the class of that year
organized an Alumni Association. Only graduates of medicine proper
were at first admitted to active membership. Later pharmaceutical grad
uates were admitted also. In 1879 upon the organization of a Union
Alumni Association admitting members of all the departments of the
University, the Medical Alumni Association was discontinued and its
members made a part of the University Association.
Later, 1883, feeling the necessity of more unity among medical
graduates the Medical Alumni Association was reorganized. By 1886 all
graduates of all the departments of medicine, were admitted on equal
terms.
Dr. S. R. Watts, an undergraduate at the time of the Alumni Asso
ciation was organized, has left this statement concerning i t :
“The first Medical Alumni Association was organized at
the College building March 10, 1871, by five gentlemen who
composed the class which had just graduated March 1, viz : Drs.
Danforth B. Nichols, Joseph A. Sladen, James L. N. Bowen,
William W . Bennit and George W . Brooks.
“The object for which it was formed, as outlined in the
original constitution, was as follows:
“ “The object of this Association shall be the perpetuation
of friendship in our Alma Mater, to keep alive the interest we
have in her welfare, and to collect and record all things of in
terest to her history,”
“Annual meetings were to be held on the day preceding
commencemnt, Sundays excepted. Active membership was limi-

39Ho\vard University, 1868-92, Catalogues and Reports.
« H .U .M .D „ 23, 40.
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ted to the graduates of the Medical Department; professors and
other instructors in said department were made ex officio mem
bers. Professors in any department of Howard University, as
well as graduates of any regular medical school, were admitted
as honorary members by vote of the Association. It was re
quired that the Secretary should he a resident of the District
of Columbia. Dues, one dollar a year; asessments might he
made. By resolution offered hv Dr. Slade, the following was
adopted qualifying continued membership:
“ "Resolved: That any members of this Association who
have or may hereafter adopt the practice of any other than the
regular school of medicine, his name shall he stricken from the
roll.” ”«
P R A C T I C E I N T H E D I S T R I C T OK C O L U M B I A

By “regular school of medicine” was meant the Allopathic School of
Medicine. The fact that the graduates of Howard University were of
this school, began to give the faculty of the Medical Department some
concern in the Spring of 1870. For on April 22, 1870, the control of the
practice of medicine in the District of Columbia was vested in the Homopathic Medical Society of Washington:
“Be it enacted that the members of said society (Homepathic Medical Society) or such of their officers or members as
they shall appoint, shall have full power and authority to ex
amine all candidates for membership concerning the practice of
specific medicine and surgery, provided such candidates shall
sustain a good moral character and shall present letters testi
monial of their qualifications from some legally authorized
medical institution and if upon such examination the same can
didates without exception on account of color, shall he found
qualified for the practice of medicine and surgery, they shall re
ceive the certificate of membership or the licence to prcatice
medicine or surgery within the District of Columbia.
“ Be it further enacted that any acts or parts of acts con
flicting with the provisions of this act be, and are hereby, re
pealed. Approved April 22, 1870”.
In February 1871, the medical faculty sent a committee to explain
to the Committee of Congress in charge of District affairs the effect of
this new legislation. It seems that nothing official was done. However,
on June 15, 1878 and on May 7, 1906, provision was made for an im
partial examination for the practice of Pharmacy in the District of
Columbia. On June 11, 1878 and June 6, 1892, an examination for Den-*

-tiH.U.M.D.,

23.
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tists was provided. While on June .3. 1896, Medical Hoards were created
to supervise the examination for the practice of Medicine.42
T h e F irst R ecognition
medical organizations

A year and a half before the “ Medical Department" opened, Dr.
S. L. Loomis brought its interests before the American Medical Asso
ciation and the Convention of Medical Colleges both of which met in
Cincinnati in May 1867. “At these meetings the Medical Department of
Howard University was first brought before the world and acknowledged
a place among the Medical Institutions of the Country.’’43 And, for the
next three years, the delegates from the “ Medical Department" of How
ard University were cordially recived by the national medical associa
tions. Hnt when, in May 1870. a Negro appeared in the delegation, the
American Medical Association refused to seat it.
“ It is painful to record the disgraceful proceedings of the Session.
It is scarcely necessary to state, that your delegates were refused their
seats in the Association, and that, that great body embracing the highest
professional talent in the country, degraded itself so far as to refuse ad
mission to the delegates of Howard University, on a pretense of viola
tion of the Code of Ethics, whilst— as was notorious and patent to all
who were present, the real reason was that one of the delegates was not
of the Caucasian race."44
It happened that that year the American Medical Association, the
Pharmaceutical Convention, the Association of American Medical Col
leges and the Convention of Medical Teachers all met in Washington,
D.C. during the same month, May. The medical faculty sent delegates
to all of them. “The treatment accorded them by the Pharmaceutical
Society, savs Dr. Reyburn, one of the delegates, "presented a very strik

42Act of Congress, June 15, 1879; Act of May 7, 1906; Act of June 11,
1878; Act of June 6, 1892; Act of June 3, 1896.
The University conferred its first honorary degree upon Alexander T. Augusta,
1869— “M .D .”
"T he colored medical fraternity of the District embraces four members, three
alopath and one eclectic physician, all graduates of Northern Medical Colleges,
and of whom one or two arc men of superior mental attainments. Under their
direction several students arc preparing for the profession and the colored people
will soon be relieved from dependence on the white physicians for medical advice
and care. The Medical Association of the District, still refuses to admit the hlack
practitioners, but the decreased vote at the last meeting of that association, shows
that their prejudice is rapidly disappearing. The colored physicians can gain noth
ing by an admittance to the association, but they would feel gratified at this recog
nition of their services. The Medical Association of Pennsylvania, has offered to
receive them whenever they may see fit to make application.” (W ashington Morning
News, November 4, 1869)

43Appendix D.
44Report of Dean of Medical Department, 1870.
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ing and agreeable contrast to that received by the delegates to the Amer
ican Medical Association, indeed special attention and consideration was
shown them and it seemed to he the intention of those present to en
deavor in some measure to atone for the indignities received by your
delegates in the American Medical Association". The Howard delega
tion also had a harmonious and attractive meeting with the Medical
Teachers and, for seven years thereafter the Howard delegates were
received by the national medical associations without serious objection.
But, in 1877 upon the objection raised by the Jefferson Medical
College of Philadelphia, the Association of American Medical Colleges
refused to seat the Howard representatives. It objected on the ground
that the "Howard Medical College did not charge a tuition and taught
men and women in the same classes". Just how this objection was met
eventually does not appear in the records. However, thereafter the
Howard delegates were admitted not withstanding the fact that men and
women continued to be taught in the same classes and tuition was not
charged again until during the 8 0 ’s.
These annual meetings did not afford enough association for the
Negro physicians of Washington, I). C., two of whom were members
of the Medical Faculty. Dr. Charles B. Purvis and Dr. Alexander T.
.Augusta, the two Negro members of the medical faculty, applied for ad
mission to the District Medical Association of Washington. They were
refused. Not to he deprived of the benefits of such an organization, the
medical faculty of Howard University took the lead in the organization
of the medical men. white and black in the District of Coumbia “who
were favorably disposed."
The following call was published in the city papers :— 45
"All regular physicians in the District of Columbia in favor
of extending equal rights and privileges to regular practitioners
of medicine and surgery, are requested to meet at the Congre
gational Church, corner tenth and G Sts., N.W. Saturday, Ja n 
uary 15 at 7 :3 0 p . m . to take action referable to the formation
of a Medical Society and such other business as may come be
fore them".
As a result the "National Medical Society, District of Columbia"
was organized that evening in 1870. Two years later its name was
changed to the Academy of Medicine. In 1884 the Medico-Chirurgical
Society was formed and in 1895 after a period of inactivity was re
organized.
F E D E R A L C O V E R N M E N T t '. S. A.

While the medical organizations of the District of Columbia were
refusing recognition to the faculty of the "Medical Department" of
45H .U .M .D „ 21. During 1869-70 and for some time thereafter, women were
segregated in certain classes. H .U .M .D ., 22.
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Howard University, the Federal Government of the United States and
the Government of the British Empire were duly recognizing the same.
From the organization of the Board of Health of Washington, D.C., in
1870 to its close 1877 members of the medical faculty of Howard Uni
versity were appointed to it by the President of the United States. And
during this period one Negro physician from Howard University was
appointed, Dr. Charles B. Purvis. Meanwhile the British Empire was
also endorsing the University :
BR ITISH EM PIR E

British Legation
Washington, D.C.
November 13, 1874
I hereby certify that the Howard University in the District
is duly incorporated by an act of the Congress of the United
States signed by the President in March 1867. and that the In
stitution is in successful operation and in good standing. I also
learn from Doctor G. S. Palmer, Dean of the above mentioned
University, that Dr. E. F. Clark, who is about to establish him
self as a physician in Georgetown. British Guiana, recently
graduated at that institution with distinction.
Edward Thornton
B. W 's Minister46
Seal

46H .U .M .D ., 32, 35-36, 42.
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